Public health campaign funds provide a "safety net" for indigent tuberculosis patients at the Mount Sinai Hospital.
This article describes the development of a partnership between a voluntary health care institution and a state agency for a focused public health program providing vital clinical, public health, and social supportive services. In addition to the historical development of this alliance, the article illustrates joint problem-solving processes to address complex issues. Since its inception in 1992, this collaboration has resulted in significant improvements in the health status of a high-risk, difficult-to-serve, indigent population that would otherwise pose a public health threat to the community. Demographics of 17 indigent patients are described. Nine have completed treatment for tuberculosis under directly observed therapy and completion is in sight for six others. None have been lost to follow-up.